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Press Release – 12 December 2011
THE SAVILL GARDEN, WINDSOR GREAT PARK
OFFERS GROUPS A ROYAL WELCOME IN 2012
AND 2011 PRICES HELD
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The Savill Garden’s Golden Jubilee Garden

In the year of Her Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012, enjoy the pleasure grounds of Kings and Queens with a visit to The Savill Garden, part of The Royal Landscape, within Windsor Great Park. Group rates for 2012 have been held at 2011 prices.
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Nick Day, The Crown Estate’s Operations Manager, says:

“Here at The Savill Garden, in Windsor Great Park, we welcome groups throughout the year and we always aim to make the visit a special and unique occasion. 2012 provides exciting offers for groups including the opportunity to visit the highly acclaimed Rose Garden, which was officially opened by Her Majesty The Queen in June 2010, and to enjoy royal roses including the ‘Royal William’ and the ‘Catherine’ roses planted in 2011 to celebrate the marriage of The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge.” 

“In 2012, to help celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, we are delighted to offer groups the opportunity to have their very own ‘Royal Garden Party’ with a Diamond Jubilee Afternoon Tea at The Savill Garden. Guests will be able to enjoy wandering through the Gardens at their own pace with their complimentary guide book, ‘Gardens in a Royal Landscape’. Guests will then return to The Lawns where they will have their own private tea tent, with tables set with crisp linen cloths and fresh flowers, on which they will enjoy a magnificent full afternoon tea served on fine bone china. They will also be joined by one of The Savill Garden team and will be able to gain top gardening tips. The price is £22.50 per person which includes admission to The Savill Garden and the package is available in the afternoons from April to September. (The minimum group size is 30 and the maximum is 60).”

The Savill Garden is one of England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens with 35 acres of trees, shrubbery, ponds and streams, lawns, meadows and formal beds which are home to some of the world’s most decorative plants. It is a garden of beauty and colour where visitors journey through interconnecting gardens, each one coming into its own in different seasons.
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The Savill Building offers all the facilities that a group needs, including an extensive gift shop, the Gallery Café and self service restaurant managed by Leith’s. We also have events through the year such as outdoor theatre, sculpture exhibition and a Christmas Fair which are great for groups.

The iconic Savill Building, gateway to The Savill Garden, is home to the superb gift shop which provides a wide range of tempting giftware, stationery and books, including Windsor Great Park gifts; together with an outdoor plant area which stocks plants from the Royal Gardens. The gallery showcases British-based artists with works referring to the natural beauty of the British countryside and our place within it. All works in the gallery are for sale with pieces to suit a range of budgets.

The self service restaurant, managed by Leith’s, has an exciting group catering menu. Take a break and enjoy either a two course lunch menu or a classic cream tea, in one of three dedicated dining areas. Alternatively, you can pre-purchase catering vouchers (to be used Monday to Friday inclusive).

A stunning highlight of The Savill Garden for groups to enjoy from June to September is the contemporary Rose Garden. It provides an intense sensory experience with roses specially chosen for their scent, strong colours and repeat flowering. As the deep aroma of the roses naturally rises, visitors can enjoy the perfume at its best, together with wonderful garden views, from a walk way which rises into the centre of the Rose Garden. 

There are also joint packages to Windsor Castle and the Royal Garden and River Boat Cruise along the historic River Thames. The combined visit with The Royal Collection is always popular with the opportunity to visit Windsor Castle, one of the official residences of Her Majesty The Queen, or Frogmore House, a royal retreat, together with The Savill Garden. (Frogmore House is open at certain times of the year). For further enquiries call The Royal Collection on 0207 766 7321.
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Groups can book The Royal Garden and River Boat Cruise which is a combined visit to The Savill Garden and a 2 hour boat trip along the River Thames with French Brothers taking in the historic sites of Windsor Castle and Runnymede. The cost is either £24.95 per head which includes a cold lunch and afternoon tea; or £27.95 for a hot lunch and afternoon tea. For more information, call the Group Bookings Co-ordinator on 0845 603 6228.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Look out for special events suitable for groups. These include the Specialist Plant Fair in May which offers free entry (normal car park charges apply); together with sculpture in the Garden and outdoor theatre in August and Christmas gift fair in November with discounted group rates.

The discounted group rates have been held at 2011 prices – groups (10+) per person £6.95 summer and £4.95 winter.  There is a free familiarisation visit for the Group Organiser. Dedicated free coach parking approximately 75 yards from The Savill Building is available and coach drivers receive free admission to The Garden and a refreshment voucher worth £7.50 (only with paid Garden admission groups). There is a dedicated group admissions desk and a specialist Group and Travel Trade Team to support your visit.
.
For more information about the new group initiatives and The Savill Garden, visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk. To make group bookings please call Katie Taylor, Group Bookings Co-ordinator on 0845 603 6228 or email: groups@theroyallandscape.co.uk.

 Ends

Notes to Editors:

1. To download a copy of the 2012 group travel brochure please follow the link http://theroyallandscape.co.uk.

2. Admission prices to The Savill Garden have been held at 2011 rates: Winter 2011 (Nov-Dec 2011 and Jan-Feb 2012): Adults £6.25; Seniors £5.75; Groups (10+) £4.95; Children (6-16) £2.25; Coach Driver Free; Carers Free; 
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Blue Badge Guides Free; Group organiser/leader Free (1 per group and Garden admission only). Please visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk for Summer 2012 admission prices.

3. The Savill Garden is open all year and winter opening hours (November to February) are from 10am-4.30pm. Summer opening hours (March-October) are from 10am-6pm. Last admission to the Garden and restaurant is 30 minutes before closing. 

4. Images are available on request.

5. The Crown Estate manages a highly diverse property business valued at more than £7 billion.  We pay our surplus revenue (profit) to the Treasury for the benefit of the nation every year: in 2010/11 this was £230.9 million. Over the past ten years The Crown Estate has paid nearly £2 billion to the Treasury. 
6. Our objectives, which are laid down by Parliament under the Crown Estate Act 1961, include enhancing the value of the estate and the revenue it produces. The responsibilities of The Crown Estate are to maintain and enhance the value of the estate and its income over the long term and to do this having regard to good management.   In summary, The Crown Estate is a successful business organisation guided by our core values – commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 
7. The Crown Estate manages a diverse property portfolio which includes office, retail and industrial premises; housing; farmland; forestry and minerals; parkland; and around half the foreshore and almost all the seabed around the UK. The Crown Estate’s property comprises four estates: Urban, Marine, Rural and Windsor. 
 

For more press information call Sarah Halstead on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
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