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Press Release – 30 November 2010

POLAR BEAR SPOTTED AT WINDSOR GREAT PARK

Photo call: Wednesday 1 December at 11.45am

The Savill Building, Windsor Great Park
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Anna Marshall with Parker the polar bear made from recycled milk cartons
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A polar bear has been spotted in The Savill Building at Windsor Great Park. Measuring 7 ft long by 4½ft tall, made out of approximately 450 recycled plastic milk cartons, and using 800 cable ties instead of glue, Parker the polar bear is a striking figure and can be found hunting in The Savill Building.

Creator and Savill Building Manager, Anna Marshall says:

“I wanted to create a Christmas centre piece for The Savill Building and I was inspired by the popular polar bear range of Christmas decorations which we have in the Shop. I thought that it would be fun to make Parker from recycled materials, reflecting The Crown Estate’s sustainability ethos, and I came up with the idea of something which everyone has in their kitchen – plastic milk cartons. I kept secret the reason for my request to colleagues for used plastic milk cartons and, although they were mystified, staff kept leaving bags of empty cartons for me. I think that people will be quite surprised by Parker!”

Parker the polar bear will be prowling the Savill Building throughout December and after visitors have crept past him, they can enjoy free entry to The Savill Garden. The Garden is free throughout December saving £15 on a family ticket. (The Savill Garden is closed only on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day).
Ends

Notes to Editors

1. Entry to The Savill Garden is free throughout December saving £15 on a family ticket. (The Savill Garden is closed only on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day). Also free to visitors and designed by the Head of The Savill Garden, ’The 12 Plants of Christmas Garden Trail’ will enable you to explore the Garden identifying special plants which have a Christmas connection. 

2. The Savill Garden is part of The Royal Landscape, which also includes the Valley Gardens and Virginia Water. It is one of England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens with 35 acres of trees, shrubbery, 
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ponds and streams, lawns, meadows and formal beds which are home to some of the world’s most decorative plants.

3. For more information about the Christmas activities and booking, call 01784 435544 or visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
4. The Savill Garden is open all year (except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day). Winter opening hours - November to February - are from 10am-4.30pm. Last admission to the Garden and restaurant is 30 minutes before closing. Winter admission prices: adults £6; seniors £5.50; family £15; children under 6 free; children 6 to 16 are £2.25; 
groups £4.75 per person. (From March to October, The Savill Garden, restaurant and shop are open from 10am-6pm).
5. The Crown Estate is valued at £6.6 billion, including over 400 commercial properties in London and elsewhere, almost 146,000 hectares of agricultural land, forests, residential and commercial property in England, Scotland and Wales, over half of the UK’s foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit. All of The Crown Estate’s revenue surplus is paid directly to the Exchequer for the benefit of all UK taxpayers, and in 2009/10 this amounted to £210.7 million.

For more press information and photographs call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
