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Press Release – 26 October 2010

WINNING PUMPKINGS ANNOUNCED 

IN THE ROYAL LANDSCAPE PUMPKIN COMPETITION

WINDSOR GREAT PARK

Photo call: Tues 26 October at 3.30pm The Savill Building, Windsor Great Park

See a champion pumpkin weighing over 1,350lb 
The arrival of a pumpkin for display weighing over 1,350 lbs – the average weight of a fully grown cow – has set the scene for The Royal Landscape’s pumpkin competition which was judged over the weekend by The Keeper of The Gardens and The Head of The Savill Garden, Windsor Great Park.

In the public pumpkin competition, the winner of the adult category was Michael Burr from Bledlow, Buckinghamshire, with a massive pumpkin measuring 207 cms in circumference. The winner in the children’s category was Ella Clark from Englefield Green with a pumpkin 162 cms in circumference.

Children from The Royal School in Windsor Great Park also took part in their own Pumpkin Competition, the winning pumpkin being grown by Jack Birchmore (Yr R) and measuring 154 cms in circumference.

Head Teacher Carolyn Jones comments:
"The children really enjoyed taking part in the competition. It was both fun and educational and the children showed great commitment to tending their pumpkins."
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Commenting on the overall competition, judge and Head of The Savill Garden, Harvey Stephens says:

“The competition has been great fun to judge and we were all impressed by the size of everyone’s pumpkins. It generated a wonderful response from the public and we look forward to running the competition again next year”.

Celebrating the autumn, Pumpkins in the Park will run until 31 October. The winning pumpkins will form the centre piece of the autumn display in the Temperate House. This will include over 20 varieties of pumpkin, together with pumpkins grown by children from The Royal School and by Windsor Estate residents.

There will also be a wide range of exotic pumpkins and gourds for sale in the ‘Pumpkin Shop’ along with other pumpkin related items. 

Free pumpkin painting for children will be available from 27-31 October in the Savill Building Gallery. Visitors will also be able to sample the winning dish from the recipe competition of pumpkin and apple soup which will be served in the restaurant. 

Horse and carriage rides through the autumn colour of the Royal landscape will also be running until 31 October setting off from The Savill Building.

Ends

Notes to Editors:
1. The Savill Garden is part of The Royal Landscape, which also includes the Valley Gardens and Virginia Water. It is one of England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens with 35 acres of trees, shrubbery, ponds and streams, lawns, meadows and formal beds which are home to some of the world’s most decorative plants.

3

2. Enjoy the autumn colour in The Savill Garden where Japanese maples are the backbone of the Garden’s displays. Their leaves vary in colour from butter yellow, to orange, red and the intense claret of the famous old cultivar, ‘Ozakazuki’. The Valley Gardens are alight with russets, purples, reds, oranges and yellows. The maples, sweet gums and birches are particularly splendid, against the evergreen background of numerous conifers.
3. The Savill Garden is open all year (except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day). From March to October, The Savill Garden, restaurant and shop are open from 10am-6pm. Last admission to the Garden and restaurant is 30 minutes before closing. Summer admission prices: adults £8; seniors £7.50; family £20; children under 6 free; children 6 to 16 are £3.75; groups £6.65 per person. (Winter opening hours - November to February - are from 10am-4.30pm).
4. The Crown Estate is valued at £6.6 billion, including over 400 commercial properties in London and elsewhere, almost 146,000 hectares of agricultural land, forests, residential and commercial property in England, Scotland and Wales, over half of the UK’s foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit. All of The Crown Estate’s revenue surplus is paid directly to the Exchequer for the benefit of all UK taxpayers, and in 2009/10 this amounted to £210.7 million.

For more press information and photographs call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
