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19 October 2010 – for immediate release

WINDSOR GREAT PARK’S RECENTLY RETIRED CHIEF FORESTER RECEIVES A LONG SERVICE AWARD FROM THE ROYAL FORESTRY SOCIETY
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Long Service Award recipients Ron Patrick (left) RFS President Anthony Bosenquet (centre back) 
Derick Stickler (right) and John Rowe (centre front)

Derick Stickler, recently retired Chief Forester on the Windsor Estate, has been presented with a long service award from the Royal Forestry Society (RFS) after working for The Crown Estate in forestry management for 43 years.

The Awards were presented during a meeting of the RFS Southern Division at Stansted Park on the Hampshire/ Sussex border by RFS President Anthony Bosanquet who said: 

"The presentation of Long Service Awards to people such as Derick is a moving and humbling occasion for all concerned, and a great privilege for any RFS President.  In our "here today, gone tomorrow" world, such dedication over such a long period of time is not only exceptional but also very special: I hope that it will be an inspiration to future generations of foresters."

Derick Stickler comments:

“The high quality of forestry practiced at Windsor over many decades has created the close relationship between the Royal Forestry Society and the Windsor Crown Estate; it is not just because they are both “royal” bodies. In my 43 years at Windsor I have been very fortunate to have played a part in this process and, in particular, it was a special privilege to have been instrumental in the planning and hosting of both the 100th and 125th Anniversary Royal Forestry Society tours of the Estate, which were attended by Her Majesty the Queen”.
“I joined the Royal Forestry Society when I began my career and it has provided an important forum for discussion and the sharing of best practice amongst colleagues from many different levels within forestry.  Following World War II, the government encouraged the replenishment of woodland. However, the greatest change over my career is that the focus is now on multipurpose woodland  management and the equal weight given to public access, environmental management and commercial activity”.

Derick began his forestry career on the Windsor Estate at the age of 19 when he also joined the Royal Forestry Society. Following the completion of the Forestry Commission Forester Training Course, Derick returned to Windsor in 1971 as a trainee forester in charge of Swinley Forest and  became Chief Forester in 1991. Derick, who is also a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Foresters, retired in March 2010 and lives in Old Windsor with his wife Jenny who has run the Windsor School of Dancing for the last 37 years.

An area of 3,100 hectares (7,666 acres) of the Windsor Estate is covered by forestry including nationally and internationally recognised areas of ancient and natural woodland. Windsor Great Park and forest has the largest collection of mature, over mature and ancient oak and beech trees that remain in Europe north of the Mediterranean and the Pyrenees.   It provides a thriving and diverse habitat for animals, insects and birds and supplies commercial timber, including logs and Christmas trees.

Ends

Notes to editors: 
· The Crown Estate manages a highly diverse property business valued at £6.6 billion. 

· We pay all of our surplus revenue (profit) to the Treasury for the benefit of the nation every year: in 2009/10 this was £210.7 million. Over the past ten years The Crown Estate has paid a total of £1.9 billion to the Treasury. 

· Our objectives, which are laid down by Parliament under the Crown Estate Act 1961, include enhancing the value of the estate and the revenue it produces. 

· The responsibilities of The Crown Estate are to maintain and enhance the value of the estate and its income over the long term and to do this having regard to good management.   In summary, The Crown Estate is a successful business organisation guided by our core values – commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate manages a diverse property portfolio which includes office, retail and industrial premises; housing; farmland; forestry and minerals; parkland; and around half the foreshore and almost all the seabed around the UK. 

· The Crown Estate’s property comprises four estates: urban, marine, rural and Windsor. 

· For more information about The Crown Estate visit www.thecrownestate.co.uk
· The Royal Forestry Society (RFS) was founded in 1882 and is a national charity which promotes the sharing of knowledge and good practice in woodland management. For more information visit www.rfs.org.uk  or call Wendy Necar on 01442 822028.

For more press information, call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Department, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
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