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Press Release – 21 September 2010

CATCH THE BLAZING HERBACEOUS BORDERS AND 

ABUNDANT ORNAMENTAL GRASSES IN SEPTEMBER

AT THE SAVILL GARDEN, WINDSOR GREAT PARK
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The Savill Garden’s Herbaceous Borders

The summer may be over, but The Savill Garden’s Rose Garden and sumptuous Herbaceous Borders are alive with vibrant colour from the flowers and the magnificence grasses which ripple through both Gardens.
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With the roses continuing to bloom in the recently opened contemporary Rose Garden, it is now the turn of the majestic grasses miscanthus and molinia to take a lead. With their robust clumps of graceful foliage topped by feathery grass flowers of silvery plum, the miscanthus sways in the breeze, giving another dimension of movement to the design of the Garden. 

Around the outside of the Rose Garden, the mass planting of molinia is designed to ‘throw’ the garden into the surrounding area and the contrast between close mown turf and the airy grass flowers creates a striking ornamental effect in its own right. 

Harvey Stephens, Head of The Savill Garden, comments:

“The Rose Garden has flowered exceptionally well and now with the last flush of roses seeing out September the ornamental grasses Molinia ‘Heidebraut’ and Miscanthus ‘Ferner Osten’  are taking centre stage, knitting the design very effectively into the Herbaceous Borders.  The view from the raised walkway in the centre of the Rose Garden really is very impressive”.

The Herbaceous Borders are looking stunning as they reach maturity. Measuring over 100 m long and 11 m deep, the Borders form the heart of the Summer Gardens. Innovative new planting over the last three years based on the idea of creating flowing ribbons of intense primary colours from yellow through orange to red and purple, has given the traditional concept of border design a modern twist. 

Harvey Stephens, adds:

“There’s an excellent and striking display of repeat flowering red hot pokers (Kniphofia) scattered through the borders and the tall impressive stands of deep purple Joy Pye Weed (Eupatorium) are generating great interest.  The 
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dahlias are flowering well with big drifts of asters and ornament grasses that will extend the season’s colour through into early October”.

Ends

 

Notes to Editors:

1. The Savill Garden is part of The Royal Landscape, which also includes the Valley Gardens and Virginia Water. It is one of England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens with 35 acres of trees, shrubbery, ponds and streams, lawns, meadows and formal beds which are home to some of the world’s most decorative plants.

2. The Savill Garden is open all year (except Christmas Eve and Christmas Day). From March to October, The Savill Garden, restaurant and shop are open from 10am-6pm. Last admission to the Garden and restaurant is 30 minutes before closing. Summer admission prices: adults £8; seniors £7.50; family £20; children under 6 free; children 6 to 16 are £3.75; groups £6.65 per person. (Winter opening hours - November to February - are from 10am-4.30pm).

3. The Crown Estate is valued at £6.6 billion, including over 400 commercial properties in London and elsewhere, almost 146,000 hectares of agricultural land, forests, residential and commercial property in England, Scotland and Wales, over half of the UK’s foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit. All of The Crown Estate’s revenue surplus is paid directly to the Exchequer for the benefit of all UK taxpayers, and in 2009/10 this amounted to £210.7 million.

For more press information call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
