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14 September 2009 – for immediate use
WINDSOR GREAT PARK PROVIDES ‘FOREST SCHOOL’ OUTDOOR CLASSROOM FOR EARLY YEARS CHILDREN IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE ROYAL BOROUGH WINDSOR AND MAIDENHEAD

Photo call: Thursday 24 September at 11am – meet at the Paddock, Forest Gate (opposite Pink Lodge, on the A332). Turn south at Forest Gate into the avenue and proceed to the Paddock.

Children (age 3-4) from The Lawns Nursery, Windsor, learn to build dens in the woodland.
The Crown Estate is providing an exciting new outdoor space in Windsor Great Park for the creation of a ‘Forest School’ which is a Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead education initiative to enable young children to learn outside in the natural environment.

Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, Windsor Great Park, says:

“The Crown Estate is delighted to be involved in the ‘Forest School’ learning initiative to give children a greater understanding and awareness of their natural surroundings. Windsor Great Park and forest has the largest collection of mature, over mature and ancient oak and beech trees that remain in Europe north of the Mediterranean and the Pyrenees.   It provides a thriving and diverse habitat for animals, insects and birds. The Crown Estate looks after this very special area and welcomes the opportunity to give children an early understanding of the significance of their environment and how to protect it which they can carry with them throughout life.”

Rita Vasa, Senior Adviser for Early Years and Primary, Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, comments:

“The Royal Borough is delighted to be working with The Crown Estate as part of the ‘Forest School’ initiative for children in the early years. This is the first one of its kind in the Royal Borough and we are all very excited about what it has to offer to the children. It has long since been recognised that the outdoor environment offers many rich learning opportunities for young children, supporting and challenging their imaginations and curiosity. The forest site at Windsor Great Park is a wonderful resource for them to discover, explore and learn and we look forward to watching it develop and evolve.”

The ‘Forest School’ concept is a child-initiated learning approach that knows no boundaries but the children are also involved in their own risk-taking, aware of their own limitations. This environment creates learning across the whole breadth of the curriculum. 

The Forestry team at Windsor Great Park have shared their knowledge and expertise with the early years education consultants and countryside rangers to help to shape the programme of activities. These will include creating adventure playgrounds out of the natural environment, den-building, devising games and storytelling sessions as well as lying still to listen to the sounds in the natural world around them. (All activities are adult supervised and have been risk assessed). 

Many schools and early years settings are taking part in the ‘Forest School’ initiative and the children will range from between 2 to 6 years of age.  The programme will initially run throughout the autumn and spring terms and the activities will reflect the changing seasons and wildlife diversity which thrives in Windsor Great Park’s mature woodland.

Ends

Note to editors:

· The Crown Estate is valued at over £6 billion, including over 400 commercial properties in London and elsewhere, almost 146,000 hectares of agricultural land, forests, residential and commercial property in England, Scotland and Wales, over half of the UK’s foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit.  

· All of The Crown Estate’s revenue surplus is paid directly to the Exchequer for the benefit of all UK taxpayers, and in 2008/09 this amounted to £226.5 million. 

· As owners, managers and guardians of one of the world’s most important and diverse urban, rural and marine property portfolios, our work is underpinned by the three core values of commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign “in right of the Crown”, managed under the provisions of the Crown Estate Act 1961 by The Crown Estate who have a duty to maintain and enhance the capital value of the Estate and the income obtained from it.

· The Crown Estate key facts -

· The portfolio is managed actively.  Property sales and purchase transactions valued at millions of pounds are made by The Crown Estate every year.

· Land and property belonging to The Crown Estate is let through almost 10,000 tenancies across the UK.

· There are also over 2,000 residential properties ranging from 1,280 affordable housing units to long leasehold properties in Millbank, Regent’s Park and Kensington. 

· Almost all of the property in London’s Regent Street and Regent’s Park belongs to The Crown Estate.

· The Marine Estate includes more than 55% of the UK’s foreshore, tidal river-beds and almost all the seabed with the 12-nautical-mile limit – including rights to all minerals but excluding hydrocarbons.

· With 146,000 hectares (360,000 acres) of agricultural land and forest, The Crown Estate is one of the largest rural landowners in the UK.
· For more information about The Royal Borough Windsor and Maidenhead Department of Education visit www.rbwm.gov.uk
· For further information about Forest Schools visit www.forestschools.com
For more press information call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk; or Frances Hewitt, Senior Corporate Communications Officer, on 01628 796507 or email Frances.Hewitt@rbwm.gov.uk
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