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7 August 2009 – for immediate use

THE CROWN ESTATE’S REPAIR OF THE OBELISK BRIDGE AND FIVE-ARCH BRIDGE MARKS NEXT STEPS IN THE ONGOING ROYAL LANDSCAPE PROJECT AT WINDSOR GREAT PARK
The Obelisk Bridge and the Five-Arch Bridge are being repaired by The Crown Estate as part of the Royal Landscape Project. The work will begin in August and will be completed by October and the bridges will remain open to the public throughout this period.

Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, Windsor Great Park, comments:

“As part of The Crown Estate’s stewardship of Windsor Great Park, we are undertaking vital repairs to these two distinctive bridges. The work is part of The Royal Landscape Project to conserve and manage this heritage for future generations, and follows on from the restoration of the Leptis Magna Ruins at Virginia Water earlier this year”. 

The Royal Landscape lies within Windsor Great Park, and the Obelisk Bridge consists of a single arch between Obelisk Pond and The Savill Garden. It was built in 1833-34 to a design by Wyatville,  a favoured Royal architect.  The Five-Arch Bridge crosses Virginia Water and was also designed by Wyatville. The bridge was completed in 1827.

Graham Sanderson, Assistant Keeper of the Gardens, explains:

“The damage to both bridges has been caused by drainage problems which have undermined the foundations and the emergence of seedlings of trees and shrubs within the bridges’ structure. Following initial investigations, we will be carrying out excavation work and consolidating the surrounding ground. We will also be re-surfacing the bridges, removing the roots of the plants and cleaning and repairing stone masonry”.

Ends

Note to editors:

· The Crown Estate is valued at over £6 billion, including over 400 commercial properties in London and elsewhere, almost 146,000 hectares of agricultural land, forests, residential and commercial property in England, Scotland and Wales, over half of the UK’s foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12-nautical-mile territorial limit.  

· All of The Crown Estate’s revenue surplus is paid directly to the Exchequer for the benefit of all UK taxpayers, and in 2008/09 this amounted to £226.5 million. 

· As owners, managers and guardians of one of the world’s most important and diverse urban, rural and marine property portfolios, our work is underpinned by the three core values of commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign “in right of the Crown”, managed under the provisions of the Crown Estate Act 1961 by The Crown Estate who have a duty to maintain and enhance the capital value of the Estate and the income obtained from it.

· The Crown Estate key facts -

· The portfolio is managed actively.  Property sales and purchase transactions valued at millions of pounds are made by The Crown Estate every year.

· Land and property belonging to The Crown Estate is let through almost 10,000 tenancies across the UK.

· There are also over 2,000 residential properties ranging from 1,280 affordable housing units to long leasehold properties in Millbank, Regent’s Park and Kensington. 

· Almost all of the property in London’s Regent Street and Regent’s Park belongs to The Crown Estate.

· The Marine Estate includes more than 55% of the UK’s foreshore, tidal river-beds and almost all the seabed with the 12-nautical-mile limit – including rights to all minerals but excluding hydrocarbons.

· With 146,000 hectares (360,000 acres) of agricultural land and forest, The Crown Estate is one of the largest rural landowners in the UK.
· The Royal Landscape Project is a long term on-going strategy to preserve the unique character of this historic landscape. There are four main objectives: to provide a new level of visitor facilities for The Savill Garden and the site as a whole (which was achieved through the erection of The Savill Building in 2006; to protect the southern part of the Great Park – including its lakes, woodland and historic landscape features; to conserve and manage this heritage for future generations through continued landscape works, plantation and interpretation; and to draw the public’s attention to the exceptional beauty of the site – and to give its visitors a better understanding of its history and heritage. 

· The Royal Landscape includes The Savill Garden, The Valley Gardens and Virginia Water. For more information about The Royal Landscape visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk or call 01784 435544.

For more press information call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
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