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Press Release – 4 November 2008

LEPTIS MAGNA RUINS, WINDSOR GREAT PARK

 TO BE REPAIRED & RENOVATED 

BY THE CROWN ESTATE
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The Crown Estate has started a programme of repair work to the Leptis Magna Ruins which form part of The Royal Landscape within Windsor Great Park. The work should be completed in spring 2009 and is a key element within The Royal Landscape restoration project to reinstate significant historic features in the landscape.

Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, Windsor Great Park, says:

“As part of The Crown Estate’s stewardship responsibilities, the repair and renovation of the Leptis Magna Ruins is fundamental to maintaining the historic integrity of this Grade I listed landscape. The work which is being carried out will improve the setting of the Ruins and will also provide greater public access with the creation of a new viewing point to an area of the Ruins which is currently not open to visitors”.

The Leptis Magna Ruins represent a ‘Roman Temple’ and were built from columns and lintels from the ancient Roman city of Leptis Magna. They were given as a gift to King George IV from the Bashaw of Tripoli and were erected by Wyatville, the King’s favourite architect,   on the south bank of Virginia Water in the early nineteenth century. 

Mark Flanagan, Keeper of the Gardens, explains:

“Over the last two hundred years, parts of the Ruins’ stonework have severely weathered. Working closely with Architectural and Archaeological specialists, and liaising with the local authority and English Heritage, The Crown Estate decided that work should go ahead to stabilise the stones and prevent further deterioration”.

The repair work will focus on the column bases and the entablature sections at the top of the pillars. A small section of masonry which Queen Victoria allowed to be pulled down for safety reasons in the 19th century may be resurrected if detailed investigations indicate that this is appropriate. The job is being carried out by PAYE Stonework and Restoration Ltd a company with an unrivalled reputation in this specialist field who have worked on many of the UK’s national monuments including Windsor Castle and the Houses of Parliament.

Ends
Notes to Editors:
· The Savill Garden, Valley Gardens and Virginia Water make up The Royal Landscape which is an area of a thousand acres of lakes, gardens and parkland, accessible to the public, at the southern end of Windsor Great Park. It is a man-made landscape, which has been shaped and planted over a period of 400 years. For more information visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
· The Crown Estate is an estate valued at over £7 billion, including substantial blocks of urban property, over 108,000 hectares (267,000 acres) of agricultural land in England, Scotland and Wales, and around half the foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12 mile territorial limit. Every year we pay all of our revenue surplus to the Treasury for the benefit of all UK taxpayers. This year this amounts to £211.4 million.  
· As owners, managers and guardians of one of the world’s most important and diverse urban, rural and marine property portfolios, our work is underpinned by the three core values of commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign “in right of the Crown”, managed under the provisions of the Crown Estate Act 1961 by The Crown Estate who have a duty to maintain and enhance the capital value of the Estate and the income obtained from it. 

· The Crown Estate key facts 
-     £211.4 million – all the net revenue generated annually by The Crown Estate – is paid to the Government.
-     The portfolio is managed actively.  Property sales and purchase transactions valued at millions of pounds are made by The Crown Estate every year.

-     Land and property belonging to The Crown Estate is let through almost 10,000 tenancies across the UK.

-     The urban estate represents more than 78% of The Crown Estate’s total property value and around 73% of its gross revenue.  It includes shops, offices, retail and business parks, industrial sites and residential properties.

-     1,340 affordable housing units are provided for key workers in London.

-     Almost all of the property in London’s Regent Street and Regent’s Park belongs to The Crown Estate.

-     The marine estate includes more than 55% of the UK’s foreshore, tidal river-beds and almost all the seabed within the 12 nautical miles limit – including rights to all minerals but excluding hydrocarbons.

-     With 110,000 hectares of agricultural land and forest, The Crown Estate is one of the largest rural landowners in the UK.

 

For further information please contact: Sarah Halstead on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
For more information about The Crown Estate, log on to www.thecrownestate.co.uk
For more information about The Royal Landscape, log on to www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
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