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Press Release – 2 October 2008

PARK MARK® SAFER PARKING AWARD PRESENTED TO 

THE CROWN ESTATE, WINDSOR GREAT PARK

Photo call: Tuesday 7 October at 1pm
Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, Windsor Great Park, receives the Award from 
Supt Rachael Tills in The Savill Garden Car Park

The Crown Estate’s five car parks within The Royal Landscape area of the Windsor Estate, have just been awarded Park Mark® Safer Parking status by the British Parking Association. The Safer Parking Scheme is an initiative of the Associations of Chief Police Officers aimed at reducing crime and the fear of crime in parking facilities.

Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, says:

“We are delighted that the The Royal Landscape’s car parks, having been assessed by the police, meet the exacting standards of the Safer Parking Scheme and the measures that we have in place have been judged to create a safe environment for the public. For example, safety was integral to the design of the recently refurbished Savill Garden and Virginia Water car parks and included good lighting and a controlled entry and exit system. Accreditation on to the scheme recognises The Crown Estate’s commitment to providing the highest standards of visitor facilities and customer care”.

Accredited Park Mark® Assessor PC Maureen Ions, adds:

“I was impressed by the fact that The Crown Estate was eager to form a valued partnership through working with the Police to put measures in place that help to deter criminal activity and anti-social behaviour. The most important factor is that the parking facilities are properly managed, maintained and have appropriate levels of surveillance, all of which contribute to reducing the opportunity for crime”.

The Royal Landscape’s car parks include the recently refurbished Savill Garden and Virginia Water car parks; the Valley Gardens and Wick Road (within The Royal Landscape) car parks; and Blacknest car park. The car parks are open from 8am to dusk.  Admission charges apply to the car parks although parking is free for the first 90 minutes at The Savill Garden.  An annual pass giving unlimited access to all car parks is available for £25 per year.

Ends

Notes to Editors:
· The Safe Car Parking Scheme is managed by the British Parking Association and supported by the Home Office and Association of Chief Police Officers Crime Prevention Initiative. It is open to everyone with an interest in the reduction of crime and the fear of crime in society. Parking facility owners/operators who join the Scheme are from a variety of commercial and public sectors and a whole range of parking facilities are covered by the Scheme.

· The Savill Garden, Valley Gardens and Virginia Water make up The Royal Landscape which is an area of a thousand acres of lakes, gardens and parkland, accessible to the public, at the southern end of Windsor Great Park. It is a man-made landscape, which has been shaped and planted over a period of 400 years. For more information visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
· The first 90 minutes parking is free at The Savill Garden and then £1 per hour up to a maximum of £5. Parking at the Virginia Water car park is £1 per hour up to a maximum of £5. Parking at the Valley Gardens and Wick Road (within The Royal Landscape) is £6 and parking at Blacknest is £2.50. 
· The Crown Estate is an estate valued at over £7 billion, including substantial blocks of urban property, over 108,000 hectares (267,000 acres) of agricultural land in England, Scotland and Wales, and around half the foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12 mile territorial limit. Every year we pay all of our revenue surplus to the Treasury for the benefit of all UK taxpayers. This year this amounts to £211.4 million.  
· As owners, managers and guardians of one of the world’s most important and diverse urban, rural and marine property portfolios, our work is underpinned by the three core values of commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign “in right of the Crown”, managed under the provisions of the Crown Estate Act 1961 by The Crown Estate who have a duty to maintain and enhance the capital value of the Estate and the income obtained from it. 

· The Crown Estate key facts 
-     £211.4 million – all the net revenue generated annually by The Crown Estate – is paid to the Government.

-     The portfolio is managed actively.  Property sales and purchase transactions valued at millions of pounds are made by The Crown Estate every year.

-     Land and property belonging to The Crown Estate is let through almost 10,000 tenancies across the UK.

-     The urban estate represents more than 78% of The Crown Estate’s total property value and around 73% of its gross revenue.  It includes shops, offices, retail and business parks, industrial sites and residential properties.

-     1,340 affordable housing units are provided for key workers in London.

-     Almost all of the property in London’s Regent Street and Regent’s Park belongs to The Crown Estate.

-     The marine estate includes more than 55% of the UK’s foreshore, tidal river-beds and almost all the seabed within the 12 nautical miles limit – including rights to all minerals but excluding hydrocarbons.

-     With 110,000 hectares of agricultural land and forest, The Crown Estate is one of the largest rural landowners in the UK.

 
For further information please contact: Sarah Halstead on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
For more information from Surrey Police, log on to www.surrey.pnn.police.uk
For more information about The Crown Estate, log on to www.thecrownestate.co.uk
For more information about The Royal Landscape, log on to www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
For more information on the British Parking Association visit www.britishparking.co.uk
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