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31 July 2008 – for immediate use

CONSERVATION AND REPAIR OF ‘THE COPPER HORSE’

WINDSOR GREAT PARK
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The iconic bronze statue of King George III known as ‘The Copper Horse’, which stands at the end of the Long Walk in Windsor Great Park, is currently undergoing a programme of conservation and repair. 

The Bronze Equestrian Statue of King George III which looks towards Windsor Castle down the 3 mile vista of the Long Walk, was erected by King George 1V in memory of his father in 1831 and was the work of Sir Richard Westmacott RA. 

Philip Everett, Deputy Ranger, Windsor Great Park, comments:

“The conservation of ‘The Copper Horse’ is part of The Crown Estate’s ongoing stewardship of Windsor Great Park. It is our responsibility to ensure that this historic statue is maintained for future generations to enjoy and that is why we have begun the programme of work now. We apologise for any disruption caused and we look forward to the work being completed in October”.

Eminent sculptor Philip Jackson MA FRBS FRSA is overseeing the repair work on behalf of The Crown Estate which is being carried out by Morris Singer, the company which has been involved in maintaining the statue for over 50 years.

The Crown Estate Chief Surveyor Andrew Dunning explains:

“The statue consists of an iron frame which is clad in bronze. Over the years, water has seeped inside the casting which is causing the frame to rust and the build up of water and condensation is exacerbating the situation. We will be using traditional iron foundry and modern techniques to undertake patch repairs and to allow the water to drain from the statue. The main sections of repair will be to the legs and the conservation work will take approximately eight weeks to complete”.

‘The Copper Horse’ will be covered in scaffolding throughout the period of work and there is no access to the base of the statue. Due to the nature of the project, the craftsmen will work in situ. As the Windsor and Eton Express noted in October 1828:

“Westmacott’s Statue of George III was so huge that 12 of the workman had eaten their dinner inside it.”

The repair and conservation work should be completed by the end of October. 

Ends

Notes to Editors:
· Details from the Windsor and Eton Express:

August 12 1829: George IV laid the first stone of the base of the statue

September 1831: The statue was arriving in bits from London to be assembled on the spot.  Owing to its immense weight, the truck stuck in some mud at Staines and a leg of the Horse broke off as it was being pulled out. This was recast on the spot.

At last in October 1831: The body of the Horse was drawn up and fixed on the rocky base. The next day the head was drawn up and a day or two later the figure of George III was fixed on the Horse.

· The Windsor Estate, including the Great Park, is part of a vast Norman hunting chase, set in 15,600 acres of the Surrey and Berkshire countryside stretching from Windsor Castle to the north through to Ascot and Bagshot to the south. With its varied landscape and sweeping deer lawns, woods, coverts and huge solitary ancient oaks, the park abounds with wildlife. The pastoral landscape offers over 2m visitors a year peaceful respite and the opportunity to witness a rich and unique heritage a thousand years in the making.

· For more information about Windsor Great Park visit www.thecrownestate.co.uk
· The Crown Estate is an estate valued at over £7 billion, including substantial blocks of urban property, over 108,000 hectares (267,000 acres) of agricultural land in England, Scotland and Wales, and around half the foreshore, together with the seabed out to the 12 mile territorial limit. Every year we pay all of our revenue surplus to the Treasury for the benefit of all UK taxpayers. This year this amounts to £211.4 million.  
· As owners, managers and guardians of one of the world’s most important and diverse urban, rural and marine property portfolios, our work is underpinned by the three core values of commercialism, integrity and stewardship. 

· The Crown Estate is part of the hereditary possessions of the Sovereign “in right of the Crown”, managed under the provisions of the Crown Estate Act 1961 by The Crown Estate who have a duty to maintain and enhance the capital value of the Estate and the income obtained from it. 

· The Crown Estate key facts 
-     £211.4 million – all the net revenue generated annually by The Crown Estate – is paid to the Government.

-     The portfolio is managed actively.  Property sales and purchase transactions valued at millions of pounds are made by The Crown Estate every year.

-     Land and property belonging to The Crown Estate is let through almost 10,000 tenancies across the UK.

-     The urban estate represents more than 78% of The Crown Estate’s total property value and around 73% of its gross revenue.  It includes shops, offices, retail and business parks, industrial sites and residential properties.

-     1,340 affordable housing units are provided for key workers in London.

-     Almost all of the property in London’s Regent Street and Regent’s Park belongs to The Crown Estate.

-     The marine estate includes more than 55% of the UK’s foreshore, tidal river-beds and almost all the seabed within the 12 nautical miles limit – including rights to all minerals but excluding hydrocarbons.

-     With 110,000 hectares of agricultural land and forest, The Crown Estate is one of the largest rural landowners in the UK.

 

For further information please contact: Sarah Halstead on 07918 121905 or email Sarah.Halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
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