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PRESS RELEASE – 29 APRIL 2008

SPECTACULAR PUNCH BOWL TO BLAZE MAY COLOUR

AT THE ROYAL LANDSCAPE’S VALLEY GARDENS
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The Royal Landscape’s Valley Gardens are at their most resplendent when the Japanese Kurume Azaleas, first introduced by the English plant hunter Ernest Henry Wilson in 1918, are in full blaze in the famous Punch Bowl in early May. 

Graham Sanderson, Head of the Valley Gardens, says:

“Flowering in the Punch Bowl begins in late April, reaching a peak in the first two weeks of May before tailing off into June. The spectacle is incredible with the many tens of thousands of plants in flower together, ranging from white, to the softest pink, to rose pink and ruby. The dramatic wooded landscape offers fresh views at every turn”.
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Visitors to the Valley Gardens will also be able to enjoy the wide range of other spring flowers including magnolias, Japanese cherries and spring heathers in the Heather Garden. The whole area has a verdant appearance with the new leaves on the outstanding range of trees and shrubs. In addition, Azalea Valley is home to huge numbers of deciduous azaleas which in May and June provide a kaleidoscope of colour, with reds, oranges, yellows and purples. 

Ends

Notes to Editors:
1. The Royal Landscape is an area of a thousand acres of lakes, gardens and parkland, accessible to the public, at the southern end of Windsor Great Park. It includes The Savill Garden, the Valley Gardens and Virginia Water Lake. It is a man-made landscape, which has been shaped and planted over a period of 400 years. For more information visit www.theroyallandscape.co.uk
2. Pedestrian entry to the Valley Gardens is free of charge.

3. Car parking is available at The Valley Gardens. There is a fee of £6 per car and the car park is open from 8am-7pm.

Parking is also available at Virginia Water and the Savill Garden – both 20 minutes walk from the Punch Bowl.  Parking at the Savill Garden is free for the first 90 minutes and then £1 per hour thereafter. The Virginia Water car park is £1 per hour up to a maximum of £5.

For more press information call Sarah Halstead, Marketing Dept, The Crown Estate, on 07918 121905 or email sarah.halstead@thecrownestate.co.uk
